.

/ ;i;he family enjoys views of the
{ tains from any one of the cabin's many covered patios
" and spacious wrap-around porch.
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LUXE
LOG
CABIN

The sprawling wooded
~estates built by Gilded
- Age magnates on the
lakeshores of upstate
“New York inspired a
- family retreat in the
- Viirginia mountains.

hen Valerie Pickert and her
husband Steve began
planning for their moun-
tain home, they looked to the Great
Camps of upstate New York for
inspiration.

“Steve and [ both love Blue Ridge
log cabin architecture as well as the
rustic Adirondack style of construc-
tion that dates back to the Great
- Camp days,” says Valerie. “So we
tried to combine both for our
Virginia home design.”

At the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, America’s most illustrious fami-
lies—the Vanderbilts, Astors,
Guggenheims and Rockefellers—
purchased lavish rustic retreats in
the Adirondack Mountains.
Sagamore, situated on the shores
of Raquette Lake, was home to Alfred
G. Vanderbilt and boasted a tennis
court, bowling alley, schoolhouse,
six guest sleeping cottages and a

ARTISAN CONSTRUCTION; INC

1. The homse is situated on roughly 90 acres. boathouse. William Avery
2. Reclaimed wood makes g rustic yet elegant statement. Rockefeller’s camp, called The Point,
3. Modern appliances balance out the other rustic features. sits on a 10-acre peninsula in the
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Besides being
sprawling,
multi-building
complexes for
the rich and
farmous, the
Great Camp
estates shared
a unique
architectural
style that
incorporated
native timber
and stone.
They were

at once
luxurious

and rustic,
built to blend

into their

surroundings.

44 BlueRidgeCountry.com

The kitchen features a farm sink, large multiple-burner stove, and pa =mad
cabinets that give the space a sense of charm and sophistication.

Saranac Lake and functions today as
a luxury resort.

Besides being sprawling, multi-
building complexes for the rich and
famous, the Great Camp estates
shared a unique architectural style
that incorporated native timber and
stone. They were at once luxurious
and rustic, built to blend into their
surroundings.

Valerie and Steve Pickert’s home
brings a sense of rustic luxury to the
Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia,
where they both grew up and still
have family. “I have a sister in
Charlottesville,” Valerie says. “My
mother graduated from Randolph
Macon, and my father went to UVA,
as did our oldest son and two
cousins.”

It took a long time before they
found the right piece of land on
which to build their home.

“We looked for at least five years,”
she says. “We love it because of the
incredible mountain view, the roll-
ing pasture which has recently been

WHO BUILT IT?



carving trails.”

With three bdoom
perfect home for the Pickert's extended family.

LERIE PICKERT

VA

nd three-and-a-half bathr’oos, the cabin is the

planted with a small vineyard, the bedrooms, three-and-a-half bath-
creek and dense woods, perfect for rooms, several outdoor balconies

and a bluestone terrace overlooking

The house, completed in 2010, the valley and mountains.
sits on 90 acres just outside of In keeping with the rustic
Charlottesville and consists of three  Adirondack style, they used a great

Front Royal :

VIRGINIA
Whene the Blue Pidge Mounfains
Meek the Shenandoad Pover _

| Lei the experts at the
FRONT ROYAL -
WARREN COUNTY
VISITORS CENTER
help plan your
next adventure!

414 East Main Street * Front Royal, VA 22630
(800) 338-2576 - www.discoverfrontroyal.com

United’
oountry
%;

Real Estate

United Country® Real Estate catalogs feature properties for sale from
coast to coast. For a FREE CATALOG, use the Reader Service Card.

JUST OFF THE PARKWAY — 58 VA

- acres wffish pond fed by 3+ fresh

~ mtn springs. |deal for organic gar-

. dening. 4 BR, 1 BA farmhouse. Barn
& other bldgs. $389,900 #09866

BLUE RIDGE HOBBY FARM - 32+
GA acres w/2 BR, 2 BA home. Rock _

Creek trout stream, new barn &4 S e S
board fencing. $289,900 #20730

in NC gated community with year
round mountain views. Access to
creeks, streams & hiking trails.

| $69,900 #15009

| For information on these properties, contact us.
- 800.999.1020 ext 832 * UnitedCountry.com/blue
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TOP The twig staircase is made of reclaimsd rhododendren wood.
BOTTOM: The outdoor fire pit extends the living space beyond the cabin
walls, where the family can take in the amazing mountain views.

deal of reclaimed wood for both the
structure and design elements, such
as heart pine for the floors and rho-
dodendron for the staircase. The
reclaimed materials add touches of
whimsy and character to the design
and have easily become the home-
owners’ favorite features of their
mountain home.

“We love the twig staircase and
the catwalk overlooking the family
room,” says Valerie. “We also love
the built-in bunk beds that were
hand made out of standing dead
lodgepole pine from Wyoming.”

To balance out the natural wood
and stone elements, the Pickerts
chose modern appliances and fix-
tures, such as a white farm sink and
small wine refrigerator in the
kitchen, and a rain showerhead and
polished silver faucets in one of the

bathrooms. These modern touches
enhance the elegance and sophis-
tication they so admired in the
Great Camp estates.

While the interior of the home
is impressive, the true heart and
soul of the cabin lies beyond the
windows and doors. Like the
Rockefellers and Vanderbilts of the
Gilded Age, Valerie and Steve
Pickert and their family enjoy the
natural amenities that life in the
Blue Ridge Mountains has to offer,
from taking in the view from the
outdoor fire pit to hiking the
numerous trails nearby.

“One of our goals is to hike the
majority of the Appalachian Trail
in stages over the next 10 years,”
says Valerie. “Then again, our fam-
ily loves the cabin and never wants
to leave.” #2

Even more outdoors,
anyway you want it
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PLUS 4 GREAT FAMILY TREX
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Introducing a brand new magazine

THE FOLK SCHOOL
CHANGES YOU.

written by experts who live and
breathe the Virginia outdoor lifestyle

Sign up now for our Spring ‘16 Issue

ROANOKE » LEXINGTON « NEW RIVER VALLEY
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Engaging hands and hearts since 1925.
Come enjoy making crafts and good
friends on 300 natural, scenic acres in
western North Carolina.

JOHN C. CAMPBELL FOLK SCHOOL

folkschool.org 4 1-800-FOLK-SCH
BRASSTOWN NORTH CAROLINA




